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ingenuity to prevent passers-by from seeing anything but a
blank wall and a little vestibule turning at a right angle. Oc-
casionally, however, one's curiosity is rewarded by a glimpse of
the inner court, neatly paved with little six-sided red tiles, with
here and there a valuable square of ancient marble or faience
let into the door-sill or the "dado"; slender oleander boughs, or
the tortuous branches of a fig-tree, throw shadows in delicate
patterns across the pavement, and a thread of sunlight finds
its way into an inner chamber. The artist is grateful for this
blunder of the architect, or for the coquetry of the inhabitants
who may intentionally leave this narrow vista, which is espe-
cially probable in the case where the owner of the dwelling is
a courtesan. But in no case whatsoever is an outsider ex-
pected to enter without knocking. Should an Arab walk into
a respectable neighbor's house he would run the greatest risk
of being stabbed; but he would no more think of doing so
than we would recognize the propriety of a gentleman walk-
ing deliberately into a lady's bedroom.

"Bai'a!  Baia!"

"Eh! who's there?"

" Belkassem, with a sidi saouarr [gentleman artist]. Will
you open the door to us ?"

Baia had ingenuity enough, as I afterwards learned, to con-
ceal by the mattress of her divan a hole in the floor through
which she could see visitors who knocked at the street door.
The house was of the smallest possible dimensions, and had
been whitewashed and bluewashed so often that the original
forms of the columns and masonry had become round, and all
the details filled up. Beautiful tiles are often thus found com-
pletely concealed, as well as marble columns with well-finished
capitals and of good design. The bucket of lime and enor-
mous brush on the end of a long pole go blindly to work